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and for increasing the number of this Church mili-
tant; it was more fitted to produce aversion therefor,
and to inspire a horror of it as great as of death.

Then Famines had their turn; and the people
[139] thought that, because they had changed Mas-
ters, and had placed their confidence in God rather
than in the Demons of Hell, the Faith had
drawn these misfortunes after it; and that he whom
it adored was either powerless to do us good, or
was wanting in love for those who wished to love
him.

Wars have been more pitiless, and, although they
have ravaged this Country most cruelly, without
sparing any sex, age, or condition of persons, never-
theless we may truly say that it seems as if God had
chosen to reap the flower of our Churches with that
sharp sword. Into the heart of the Country, and to
the doors of the villages where the reign of the Faith
most prevailed, the Hiroquois have come from a
hundred leagues’ distance, toslay those who supported
it and who by the example and holiness of their
lives, by the ardor of their zeal, and the efficacy of
the impassioned words that the Holy Ghost placed
in their mouths, already possessed the qualities of
Apostles of their country, wherein they preached
more powerfully than we the greatness of him who
makes Saints of barbarians.

[140] These were deeply-felt losses for a Church
newly born; but those that have followed since our
last Relations have seemed more disastrous,—not
only to the advancement of the Faith, but also to all
these Countries, which become weaker day by day,
and seem to be drawing near their ruin, if some arm
more powerful than ours or some intervention of



